CHAPTER II
THE LIFE AND PERSONALITY OF THE EARL OF
OXFORD
"OF* all the great Elizabethans, who made the
sixteenth century the heroic age of English History,
both in action and letters, there is not one so little
known and so universally misjudged as Edward
de Vere, the seventeenth Earl of Oxford. At the
hands of contemporaries he received both scur-
rilous abuse and unstinted praise, and therefore
it is perhaps not surprising that posterity should
have accepted the first and doubted the second,"
Thus writes Captain Ward in his preface to The
Seventeenth Earl of Oxford (1928). As a result of
these misrepresentations Lee writes: " Oxford was
wayward and extravagant, violent and boorish,
yet evinced a genuine interest in music; he wrote
verses of much lyric beauty, was also a dramatist,
but none of his works survive." Froude refers
briefly to "Burghley's ill-conditioned son-in-law,"
Captain Ward's researches, however, have
revealed a very different personality, and shown
that many stories about the Earl were fictitious,
the work of enemies; and thrown a new light
on the important part played by him in the reign
of Queen Elizabeth.
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